Eastern Lakeshore Regional Planning Team

Business Studies Forum Feedback

OBJECTIVES

Information/Resource Sharing
· Share my experiences for others to gain insight and incorporate into their strategies

· Draw knowledge from other presenters to assist me to formulating ideas and strategies

· Create/borrow business ideas for grade 10/11 course

· Sharing ideas and resources

· Learn what others consider as important issues

· Learn from others as to potential solutions

· How to make classes more interesting and relevant

· How to build sections of business

· Strategies to attract students to business courses

Pathways/Projects

· Get new ideas for projects/activities

· Try to build a path from end of elementary to jobs, college, university

· To determine pathways for students

· Practical information linking high school courses to college courses

Curriculum and Student Issues

· Understand how curriculum at high school deals with business subjects

· Why the high drop rate (45%?) for high school

· Strategies to encourage students to take business/computer courses

What’s Happening in High School

· To find out more about college programs and bridging to HS programs

· Learn something more about what HS students will know (in Business Studies) before they come to Durham College

· I would like to find out what other schools are doing to boost business numbers

· To learn what other schools business programs offer to students and what materials they use

· To find out what’s going o in the high schools re: business studies

What’s Happening in College
· Communicate our expectations (what Durham College expects from its business students; our policies, etc.)

· To learn about the entry level requirements.  What knowledge should they have coming in?

Networking
· Network with other business teacher

· Networking

· I’m always looking for new ways to work with the colleges

· Network, ideas and sharing resources

· Potential collaboration opportunities between 3rd year students and HS class

· I hope to develop a network of teachers to share resources

· Networking

· Meet other business teachers and discuss similar problems

PD
· PD opportunities  re: high school, college and community business professionals

CONCERNS, INTERESTS, QUESTIONS

Training/PD
· We need to have the small training sessions we do all the time to keep skills current to be recognized, supported and encouraged.  Else it is a costly waste of time

· More PD time for work sessions – now have 4; have had 9 in past

· Updating skills with computer programs has to be recognized and supported

· We need to have more training sessions to learn about new software

· Many teachers from the Business & Tech departments have come from industry and yet many of their qualifications are not recognized by QECO, etc.  What is being done to address this?

College Expectations
· What business skills do colleges want high school students to have?

· College business requirements

· College business issues

· Student expectations, course/subject outlines, employer expectations

· What concept do SS teachers have about college programs?

· What is happening at the college level?

Marketing/Image Issues

· Declining #s

· Emphasis on students graduating high school with business skills but business is not compulsory
· We used to run classes based on enrolment, now it’s based on the funding formula.  Classes with 20 or more students can be cut because of the allowed # of sections – what can we do, if anything?

· Declining enrolment in business studies

· Students don’t want to take many business courses

· Relevant curriculum for today’s students

· Find methods to increase student numbers in our new (past 2 years no OAC) declining enrolment

· Marketing to the students – i.e. incorporating Dreamweaver into more assignments

· Students enrolment in business courses

· How do other colleges promote the Business Studies area?

· Business is not a required course to graduate

· Changing BTT to a compulsory

· Combined with Business & Tech – help or hinder?

· Making connections between all business courses – i.e. account – marketing – BTT/BTA

· Making business courses mandatory
· Lack of funding for business courses

Resources
· Who are some good guest speakers for entrepreneurship classes?

· Lack of computers and textbooks, etc. at the HS level

· Many business courses have a strong computer component; however, many school labs lack proper computer/programs/software.  What can be done to address that?

Student Issues
· Students need encouragement to take courses that require greater effort and are maybe less ‘entertaining’ but provide employability skills

· Business courses as ‘dumping grounds’ for students

· Student ability to work/think independently and to solve problems

· How do we encourage students take business courses when they only have 4 years and other requirements

· Students who don’t know what they want

· Literacy

· Motivating students

· Students lack of direction in grade 11

· How to improve problem solving and self-management

· Competition between grade 9 sign-up for TDI101 and BTT101

· Students do not even remotely think of business as employment or course

Next Steps

· How do we go forward? 
· Is it possible to develop links with Fleming

· Hiring young, enthusiastic, experienced staff

FEEDBACK

How will your students benefit from what you have learned today?

· I look forward to getting resources from the teachers I met today to use in my classroom

· They will be given activities that are more ‘hands-on’ and linked to the activities that are going on within the school or small projects for small business

· In the immediate future, I do not think students will benefit from what was discussed.  Long term if those issues are addressed and executed they will be helpful

· I have made contacts that will allow me to improve my program

· We will see in time – reinvigoration of myself

· Networking from college prof. and teachers

· Not sure

· Have a more informed and more supported (therefore happier) teacher.

· New course project ideas

· More experiential learning

· Opportunities to have my college student teams participate with high school students.  College students will benefit greatly by mentoring younger students

· Being aware of the wide range of options available to them at the college level – Travel & Tourism, Hospitality, Business Studies – benefits of taking Business courses in high school

· Students will become more aware of the college program through information received today

· A beginning…

· The information presented from the colleges was very helpful in understanding what students will expect when they attend college

· Better knowledge of the various business college programs available to them

· Increased use of application/case study learning

· More projects – applied learning

· Understand what college is about – now that I know, I can teach them

· Better understanding of skills required to be successful

· I will do a pathways chart for my classroom and put on our school website

· Interesting ideas for classroom activities

· They will see the direct relationship between business courses and college and work

· I feel better informed about positive aspects of college education

· Hopefully have college reps as guest speakers to indicate pathways

· Communicate what I have learned of colleges – inspiration – need time to ingest what I have experienced

· More larger projects

· I have new ideas

· They won’t unless Sir Sandford business dept. liaises with our school board to have a “FUN” grade 9 and 10 student “intro to business” day

· Integration of experiential learning into courses – links to college opportunities

· I’ll be able to create projects that are more realistic and useful to them.  I now have a lot of contacts, names and faces that I can use as resources

· A future path from high school that should match a career

· Hopefully there will be a better connection between our school (Pereyma) and the colleges

What key message(s) will you take back to your school?

· The colleges are very interested in making connections with high schools

· The importance of linking with local college and university

· Here is progress to be made.  We need to target grades 7 & 8 to increase enrolment in business both in high school and college

· “if you build it, they will come”

· need to work more on applied subjects – I might get some help in promoting business

· what is happening at college

· redefine goals of Business department – employability skills; college prep; applied course work

· some solutions for marketing business

· The need to have college professors working actively with high school teachers to try and collaborate on student projects.  This will help raise the profile of and the level of interest of business and business studies

· Engaging grade 7/8 students in Business Studies.  Engaging parents of these students to promote taking Business Studies.

· We need to actively market Business Studies area and help change the image amongst students and parents

· Market business within high school – show links between high school and college

· College, university and the workplace should be looked at on the same level. Perceptions need to be changed.

· Colleges need us to help them bring awareness to the students of the opportunities/career choices available to them

· College is the place to be!

· Better and clearer linkages with schools and colleges

· We need more money for technology (computers) at my school

· Need for joint activities with high schools/colleges

· There are great programs at the colleges that prepare you for work

· Students will benefit by seriously considering college as a viable option post secondary – i.e. bridging

· The need to promote business courses and make the curriculum relevant yet still fun and worthwhile

· Get directed speakers from college

· Projects are the way to go

· We should be helping high school business teachers to market their courses to their students and their parents

· Alignment with college is available

· There are possible linkages between high school and college which could be useful in increasing students taking business courses

· Project-based activities to re-engage students incorporating local businesses and college

· That business at the college level is very exciting and it can be at the school level

· Career/skill focus more so than just go to ???

· There are many different opportunities for networking and materials that teachers have not been aware of or taken advantage of

How will you change your teaching practices as a result of what you have learned today?

· I will use more applied learning projects

· Work closely with local college

· Focus more on long-term career planning

· I will give group work one more try

· Retry/reapply group work and applied projects

· More projects to engage students

· More contact with colleges and businesses

· Start promoting in class!

· More focus on interaction with high school teachers to find out how I can help

· Marketing to parents and students of Business Studies

· Was exposed to a variety of approaches to some subjects.  I will incorporate a project that researches a specific college of their choice

· Call local college for tours and presenters

· I will market college courses to students with more confidence (now that I know what college’s courses are all about) – matching career with course pathway

· Target 7 & 8s

· More projects

· More PBL and projects that combine all skill sets

· More interactive activities for students

· Make more use of the resources

· Consider more applied activities

· Include or explain links with the course being taken and future career/college choices

· Try to line up – dumping ground courses separate so can teach better

· Try to put more interesting fun stuff into the lessons

· More “hands-on”/experiential practices

· More projects – more lectures for note taking

· I may encourage students to think about enrolling in college business courses – otherwise, nothing – initiatives must be started by colleges

· I want to build some bridges/partnerships!!!

· I’m going to look for new ways to access businesses in community and bring them into the class more frequently.  I would like to see college students mentor high school students in various projects

· Skills focus as well as theory

· I hope to implement more projects of larger scale to get the students more involved.

NEXT STEPS – What follow up would you like to see from this session?

· It would be interesting to have a high school business competition at the college

· An opportunity to meet with subject teachers to prepare a ‘bank’ of activities for many subject areas and specific units within those areas

· People bring resources to share with each other as opposed to discussing what a college is teaching.  What can we implement today in the classroom to link future college placement.

· That we all meet again to track progress

· Wrap-up and detailing of next steps – I hate seeing good group sections falling by the wayside

· List of contacts for future reference

· Integrate some high school students into our [college] events

· Website to keep in touch

· Share resources

· Guest speakers (contacts) follow through

· Networking with other teachers on how to provide students with more business options

· Network listing of heads of business departments in high schools

· Specific action plans that will showcase successful

· BTT101 – can we make this course a required high school credit?

· Students can earn 5-6 credits in business studies – to earn a Business Studies Certificate – can this give them some credit or advanced standing at the college level?

· Having the focus on BTT as a compulsory credit further explored.  Very productive day! Thanks.

· Email list to update HS teachers of college initiatives

· Colleges recognizing business courses or business certificate as a credit into college

· Make BTT a required course to graduate high school

· Transfer of the ideas and information discussed today to the Ministry of Education and/or the Boards of Education

· Contact with colleges
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